Schiele 107 Boletin SAO Vol. XVI
Moments in the lives of neotropical birds (No. 02) - Dic. 2006

ILUSTRACIONES Y FOTOGRAFIAS DE AVES

Grallaria guatimalensis
Tororoi Dorsiescamado — Scaled Antpitta

Andes Colombianos, (21,8 x 20,4"), Watercolor on watercolor paper and varnish.
Basileuterus culicivorus at the background.
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Capito hypoleucus extinctus
Torito Dorsiblanco — White-mantled Barbet
(Female left, male right)

Serrania de Las Quinchas, Colombia (29,9 x 22,4"), Watercolor on watercolor
paper and varnish (detail).
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Campephilus haematogaster splendens
Carpintero Selvatico — Crimson-bellied Woodpecker

(Male below, female above)

East Andes, Colombia, (30 x 22") Watercolor on watercolor paper and varnish.
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EXHIBITION OF WATERCOLOURS IN OXFORD (UK) AIMS TO SUPPORT
CONSERVATION PROJECTS IN COLOMBIA

Robin Schiele, Guatemalan artist born in Nicaragua, will be exhibiting 35
watercolours in an exhibition titled “Moments in the lives of neotropical birds” at
the Oxford University Museum of Natural History from 1 February to 31 March
2007. A third of total sales will be donated to conservation work by the Bogota
Ornithological Association (ABO) in Colombia. The exhibition is being organised
by the ABO, with whom the artist has collaborated on previous occasions. The
exhibition focuses on threatened and endemic species from the Colombian Andes
and is being supported by the Biological Research Institute “Alexander von
Humboldt”.

The Guatemalan artist, currently resident in Colombia and educated in Oxford,
England has dedicated most of his life to the study and portraiture of endangered
species of fauna in Central and South American tropical forests. He has been
involved with several conservation organisations in the preservation of natural
resources in Guatemala. The artist uses a mixed dry-wet brush technique, giving
his portraits a very special sharpness that is difficult to achieve with watercolours.
He makes a point of painting his subjects life-size, focusing on behavioural aspects
as well as appropriate settings for each species portrayed. His work is clearly the
result of thousands of hours of painstaking study and examination of the animals
he paints, complemented by his experience of watching wildlife in the field. Robin
Schiele’s publications include the field guide to the birds of the Bogota area, the
red data book on Colombian birds as well as a series of large format reproductions
of Colombian toucans.

The Bogota Ornithological Association is a not-for-profit organisation working for
bird conservation in and around the Bogota area, Colombia. The ABO was
founded in 1989 by 17 ornithologists and birdwatchers and was registered as an
NGO in 1994. The organisation’s main objectives are to carry out research,
education and awareness raising activities aimed at conserving birds and their
habitats. Currently, the association is working on a project related to urban
biological corridors in association with the Botanical Gardens in Bogota. The ABO
also runs workshops for schools as well as monthly birdwatching outings and
talks. Results of the project “Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity in
the Colombian Andes”, headed by the Instituto Alexander von Humboldt will be
on show at the exhibition. The project’s long-term objectives are to increase
conservation, knowledge and sustainable use of globally important biodiversity in
the Colombian Andes. The Instituto Humboldt, a public-private research institute
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affiliated to the Ministry of the Environment, is responsible for scientific and
applied research of natural resources in continental Colombia.

To arrange an interview with Robin Schiele, the event organisers or for further
information, please email Christian Devenish (chrisdevenish@yahoo.co.uk).

Further info: www.robinschiele.com, www.avesbogota.com, www.oum.ox.ac.uk,

www.humboldt.org.co

EXPOSICION DE ACUARELAS EN EL REINO UNIDO PRETENDE CAPTAR
FONDOS PARA LA CONSERVACION EN COLOMBIA

El artista Robin Schiele exhibird 35 acuarelas en una exposicion titulada
“Momentos en la vida de las aves neotropicales” en el Museo de Historia Natural
de la Universidad de Oxford, Inglaterra desde el 1 de febrero hasta el 31 de marzo
de 2007. El 30% de las ventas sera donada a proyectos de conservacion realizados
por la Asociacion Bogotana de Ornitologia (ABO) en Colombia. La Asociacion
Bogotana de Ornitologia (ABO) esta organizando la exposicion que se enfoca en
especies amenazadas y endémicas de los Andes colombianos y cuenta con el apoyo
del Instituto Alexander von Humboldt.

Robin Schiele, quien actualmente reside en Colombia, se educdé en Oxford
(Inglaterra) y se ha dedicado a estudiar y pintar la fauna amenazada de los
bosques tropicales de Centro y Sur América. También ha colaborado con varias
organizaciones conservacionistas de Guatemala. El artista usa una técnica mixta
con brocha seca y himeda, la cual confiere una nitidez especial a sus cuadros, algo
que no es facil de lograr con acuarelas. Todas sus obras son pintadas en tamaro
natural, con un enfoque especial en aspectos de comportamiento de la especie,
ademads de un detalle de fondo totalmente apropiado para la misma. El trabajo de
Robin refleja el resultado de miles de horas de observacion de fauna silvestre en su
habitat natural. Sus publicaciones incluyen Aves de la Sabana de Bogotd, una guia
de campo editada por la ABO, el Libro rojo de las aves de Colombia y la
Iconografia de los tucanes de Colombia, publicados por el Instituto Humboldt.

La Asociacion Bogotana de Ornitologia fue fundada en 1989 con el animo de
realizar, promover y divulgar investigacion dirigida hacia la conservacion de las
aves silvestres y sus hdbitats naturales, con énfasis en la Sabana de Bogota. Las
lineas de accién de la ABO se enfocan en tres areas: educacion, sensibilizacion y
divulgacién e investigacion. Como parte de sus actividades, la ABO organiza
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salidas para observar aves y charlas mensuales para socios y no socios. Resultados
del proyecto “Conservacion y uso sostenible de la biodiversidad en los Andes
Colombianos” (coordinado por el Instituto Humboldt* y financiado por el GEEF, el
Banco Mundial y la Embajada de Holanda) serdn expuestos en la exposicion de
Robin Schiele en Inglaterra. El proyecto tiene como objetivo el incremento en la
conservacion, conocimiento y uso sostenible de la biodiversidad de importancia
global en los Andes colombianos.

Para entrevistas con el artista 0 mayor informacién, por favor contactar a Christian
Devenish (chrisdevenish@yahoo.co.uk).

Moments in the lives
of neotropical birds
Robin Schiele

An exhibition of watercolours

Oxford University Museum of Natural History
| February to 31 March 2007

Open 12 to 5 pm daily
Adrmission Free

Parks Road, Oxford, OX1 3PW
Tel. 01865 272950

WWW,OUM.OX.ac.uk
3% of sales donated fo bird conservation in the Neofropics

www.avesbogota.org  www.robinschigle.com
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Robin Henry Schiele Zavala
[lustrador y naturalista
robinschiele@yahoo.co.uk

sneakythrush@yahoo.com




